





Interactive
skills

Students initiate and maintain the flow of
conversations and discussions. They express
and respond to opinions and feelings.
Students use a variety of strategies to
negotiate meaning and foster
communication.

Students initiate, maintain and close oral
exchanges, displaying some ability to make
adjustments in style or emphasis. Students are
adept in negotiating meaning and fostering
communication.

Great care should be taken to select a German B course that is most appropriate for an individual
student. The choice depends on level of language skills at the start of the course.

e Ab Initio — language learning courses for beginners, designed to be followed over two years by
students who have no previous experience of learning the target language. Students at CEFR (Common




Are there any requirements?

It is very important to adjust the course to the current student's skills. The IB guidelines suggest that:
estudents at CEFR (Common European Framework for Languages) Al should take the German B ab
initio course

eStudents at A2 or B1 can comfortably take the German B Standard Level course.

eand students with CEFR B1 or B2 can comfortably take the English B Higher Level course.

I I I

0 -2 years of learning 3 -5 year of learning 5-7 year of learning
Ab initio Standard level Higher Level

At the beginning of the year, a test will be carried out to check the level of knowledge that will help
students decide on the appropriate level selection.



How can German B be an inspiration for an extended essay question?

Writing an extended essay (EE) in a language of acquisition provides students with an excellent
opportunity to explore one aspect of their chosen language in greater depth and to increase their
intercultural understanding and international-mindedness.



e Is it possible to think without language?

« If people speak more than one language, is what they know different in each language?

« What would be lost if the whole world shared one common language?

= Does language describe our experience of the world, or does it actively shape our experience of the
world?

= To what extent is our perspective determined by our membership of a particular culture?

« To what extent are we aware of the impact of culture on what we believe or know?

« |s there anything that is true for all cultures?

Where can | find more information about the course?

For more information you can download the Language B guide. First assessment 2020. Please also feel
free to email the German teacher, Anna Sondej, at a.sondej @bisc.krakow.pl.
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