


• The Ottomans (1281-1566)  
• The slave trade in Africa and the Middle East (1500-1900) 
• The Ottoman Empire (1800-1923) 
• European imperialism and the partition of  Africa (1850-1900) 
• Africa under colonialism (1890-1980) 
• Social and cultural developments in Africa in the 19th and 20th centuries 
  
HOW IS THE COURSE STRUCTURED? 

In the first term of  the first year, both SL and HL students will explore both case 
studies for Paper 1 (10 weeks). This serves as an ideal introduction to the Internal 
Assessment, which asks students to work with a range of  sources on a topic of  their 
choosing. In the second term, we begin work on the first topic of  Paper 2. 
Throughout the year HL students will study 2 modules for Paper 3. In the second 
year, both SL and HL students will work on their second topic for Paper 2, which we 
complete by the end of  the first term. HL students also study the third and final 
module for Paper 3. We then go into mock examinations, and the remaining time will 
be spent on revision and study leave for the IB examination.  

The underlying philosophy of  the course is one where students are given fewer and 
fewer ‘crutches’ as the course progresses, so that by the end students become 
independent learners. This is reflected in the following: 

IB1 

• Students begin by looking at Paper 1, which requires short answers to question 



• Students work from the course book in the first term, and no supplementary 
material is required. As such, students are exposed to prevalent narratives from their 
reading, which are then unpacked in the classroom 

•



where the remaining 50% come from formal assessment (end-of-topic test or the end-
of-year examination). 



The syllabus promotes the attributes in the following ways: 

1. The curiosity attribute is developed through options found in the IA and one HL 
module. 

2. The balanced attribute is reflected in classroom discussions on historiography (‘the 
history of  History’, in other words). In particular, students are expected to answer 
the following: 

• What are the various narratives about an event and what do these reflect? 
• What is the responsibility of  the historian, if  any? 
• How do narratives colour our understanding of  the world? 

3. The reflective attribute is developed in keeping a journal to record their current 
historical thinking. 

4. The principled 



The extended essay is very much a personal endeavour - students are encouraged to 
follow their own star, so to speak. However, if  students are interested in tying their 
extended essay topic to the history syllabus studied at BISC, the following questions 
are considered worthwhile: 

1. Why did Britain support the Zionist project, which led to the establishment of  the 
Palestine Mandate in 1921? 

2. To what extent was the Middle East a factor in the decision to go to war in 1914? 

3. What explains the rise of  political Islam among Palestinians in the 1980s?  

CAN AN INTEREST IN HISTORY LEAD TO A CAS PROJECT? 

Yes it can, as can any subject for that matter. Choosing to do a CAS History project 
can better help to understand the importance of  the discipline, and how it touches on 
the lives of  real people.  

Here are examples of  possible CAS projects: 

1. A creativity experience writing, acting and/or directing a play about a particular 
historical episode 

2. A service experience volunteering in a museum in the local area 

3. A combined activity and service experience organising and participating in a fun 
run to raise funds for veterans charity   

WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HISTORY AND TOK? 

The history of  History, otherwise known as historiography, is fundamental to the 



WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE INFORMATION? 

Please download the History subject guide for more information. Please also feel free 
to email the History teacher at p.lagendijk@bisc.krakow.pl.  

Recommended reading list for Paper 1 (SL/HL) 

- We Wish To Inform You That Tomorrow You Will Be Killed With Your Families 
by Philip Gourevitch 

- Kosovo: War and Revenge by Tim Judas 

Recommended reading list for Paper 3 (HL only) 

- The Fall of  the Ottomans: The Great War in the Middle East, 1914-1920 by 
Eugene Rogan
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